ii

On the eastern periphery of the site, a small mound, around an ancient and dilapidated Saivite
temple was selected for excavation. And an enclosure wall around the temple was exposed. The wall was
raised over a foundation of granite boulders, covering an area of 27 X 9 m. Just below the foundations of
the existing temple a brick wall in three courses was noticed. Each brick measured 0.40 X 0.20 X 0.06 m.
The continuity of the brick structure was not noticed all around due to heavy devastation. A broken
figure of Bhairava (?), holding damaru and trisula, was noticed along with Ganesa and Nandi nearby
the temple complex. In one of the slabs of the temple, letter *sa' is noticed having 2nd century A.D.
Brahmi characteis.

Inside the enclosure wall, on the south-eastern corner of the temple at a depth of 1 m., a
brick cell 1.95x1,95x0.40 m. with 0.80 m. thick wall was brought to light. The structures were co-
rrelated to the II and III layers of the habitation site. The brick measures ,-0.40x0.20x0.07 m. The
brick structure was raised to a height of 0.50 m. with earth over which a dressed stone was kept. Perhaps
the slab might have served as a base to fix up an idol. A semicircular entrance, paved with bricks, was
also noticed on the eastern side of the cell. Just a few yards from, the temple complex, a mutilated idol
of a Jain, in granite, was noticed. The hands, legs and head are missing.

In view of the above facts, it may be concluded that after dismantling the 8th c. A.D. Jain
structure, the Saivites must have raised their structures using the preceding occupation as a sub-
stratum. Probably it reflects the Saivite-Jaina rivalry of the time as seen at Gollathagudi in the same
region. The above fact was also corroborated by the stratigraphical position of the earlier brick structure
(layer-Ill) and later stone structures (layer-II). A close parallel structure can be seen at Gollathagudi
and also at Siddheswaram in the same region. But at Gumrnadam, the site was disturbed by the villagers
to such an extent that the continuity of the structural activity was not explicitly seen. Excavation
was further continued from April, 1979 to trace out the extension of the temple complex.

Thippaipalli

It is a small village, situated about 3km. away from the Gummadam village on the western side in
Kollapur Taluk of Mahboobnagar District. On the eastern side of the village, about 1 km. away, a square
structure, cons;ructed with shal^ stone, measuring 45 X 45 X 3 m. \vith internal compartments was noticed.
A few trenches were taken up in the structure to study the cultural wealth. In course of the excavation,
9 iron plates, measuring 0.25x0.7x0.1 m. were recovered along with associated pottery, like pale red
and black burnished wares. Storage jars, vases and vessels formed majority of the collection.

From the available materials it is concluded that, it must have been a factory site, datable to
late medieaval period, where weapons of war were prepared, as evidenced by the occurrence of plenty
of iron slag, ash and furnace materials.

Yaparla

The village of Yaparla is located on the northern bank of the river Krishna in Wanaparthy
aluk of Mahboobnagar District.